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Ryan explaining the rules  

Jan Blanco and Alta Russell at the 

money table  

Social Time  

Bob Martin presenting each rose.  

Setting up the òTea Tableó 
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ROSE CARE CORNER for March, 2015  

by Phyllis Henslin, Master Consulting Rosarian  

 

Itõs time to store the pruning shears and break out the fertilizer. The pruning and mulching in your 

rose garden should be finished and you should be seeing lots of new growth on your roses. It is im-

portant you check your roses daily for insect or disease problems that seem to appear overnight.  

Aphids:  They are tiny green insects that attack new growth and can appear overnight. Use your water 

wand to hose off your roses (be sure and hose off the underside of the leaves also) every few days to 

keep aphids under control or you can use an insecticide such as Merit, Green Light Tree and Shrub 

Systemic Insect Killer or Bayer Advanced Rose and Flower Insect Killer. All these products contain 

the ingredient imidacloprid.  

Thrips:  These tiny insects invade the buds on your roses; suck the juice out of the petals which then 

causes brown edge damage to the petals and keeps the blooms from opening properly. They are at-

tracted to light colored blooms but will damage dark colored blooms as well. Use a handheld spray 

bottle for your insecticide and spray only the buds rather than the whole plant. By only misting the 

buds you keep from killing all the beneficial insects in your garden. Start spraying as soon as you 

have pea sized buds and as often as directions state on the container of insecticide. Bayer Advanced 

Rose and Flower Insect Killer is a premixed product to use if you have a small garden. Other prod-

ucts, Captain Jack Dead Bug or Conserve SC can also be used.  

Powdery Mildew:  It looks like a dusty white film on the new growth and causes leaves to curl. Hosing 

off your roses during the day can be helpful in avoiding mildew or keeping it under control. Hose your 

roses off early in the day so plants dry quickly. Fungicides such as Banner Mass, Compass and Eagle 

20EW will either prevent or eradicate Powdery Mildew.  

Spider Mites: Once the heat hits, spider mites can appear overnight. Your water wand is your best 

friend in preventing spider mites. Wash your roses off with a strong blast of water both on top and un-

der the leaves to prevent and rid the mites.  

Fertilizer:  Now is the time to push growth to have the best and biggest blooms in late March and April. 

Use an inorganic water soluble fertilizer such as Miracle Gro or Magnum Grow. Mix and apply 1 

1/2gallons to hybrid teas & grandifloras, 1 gallon to floribundas, ½ gallon to miniatures and potted ros-

es. Arizonaõs Best Citrus Food is an economical granular fertilizer to use also. Apply (per bush) 1 cup 

Arizonaõs Best Citrus Food every 30 days. Use half that rate for miniatures and potted roses. Once you 

have pea sized buds, add 1 TBS. of Fish Emulsion to 1 gallon of water and apply to your roses. Fish 

emulsion will help add size and color to the blooms.  Remember:  Always water before and after you 

fertilize.  

Water: The most important basic thing to 

keep in mind throughout the entire year.   

Water, Water, Water. Roses love  

 and need water to survive.  
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Rose Garden Happenings 
Our Rose Garden volunteers have been busy pruning, weeding and planting new roses during the 

months of January and February. It is amazing to see how fast new growth and a few new 

blooms here and there start showing up shortly after the roses are pruned. On March 7 we will 

have our annual volunteer appreciation breakfast for all who give their time and talents to make 

the MCC Rose Garden a place of ñrose beautyò.   

We were fortunate to have the help from Boy Scout troop 451 from Trinity Baptist Church and 

Boy Scout troop 653 from Central Christian Church help with the spreading of mulch on Saturday 

Feb. 7 and 14th in Sections 3 and 4. A BIG THANK YOU to all the scouts and their troop leader Pe-

ter Knudson.  

Several trees were trimmed and removed, including the big cotton wood, during the winter which 

will give more sunlight to some of the rose beds. Over 200 new roses were planted so be sure 

and keep watch for these new roses as they start to bloom. We welcome you to come and help 

deadhead the spent blooms the 3rd Saturday of each month. At 8 am a short meeting is held with 

refreshments. Looking forward to seeing you in the Rose Garden. 

Boy Scout Troop # 451 

Boy Scout Troop 653 with scout leader 
Peter Knudson 
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Thanks to Gro Well for supplying the mulch 

Job well done everyone, the mulch has been spread 

Spreading the mulch in rose beds 
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If you have not attended an ARS event, we would encourage you 

to.  

Yvonne and I really enjoyed the ARS national convention in   

San Diego in 2014. A variety of programs were offered. We chose  

to visit many private and public rose gardens, transported by  

luxury coach and hosted by congenial rosarians.  

 

Inspired by those gardens we came home and looked at the  

potential for a memorial rose garden at the church we attend.  

After getting approval of the plan, we asked Jack and Lynn  

Twitchell to review it, and they kindly gave us advice and  

guidance.  

 

As soon as the summer heat allowed, we put in 50 feet of  

retaining wall and hauled in top soil and mulch to create the  

garden. In December we planted 30 rose bushes.  

 

It has been great to see how many people have enjoyed the  

development of the garden. As the first blooms have now  

arrived, almost everyone walking by stops to enjoy the roses.  

 

 

Thank you Bud and Yvonne Morrison.  

Great article, great sharing!!  

Bud moving dirt  

garden on east side of Bethany  Lutheran Church  
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Starting From Scratch  

By Mary Van Vlack   

 

Introduction: After 32 great years, my husband, David, and I decided to sell our home in Arca-

dia and move to something smaller.  Our former home was 4300 square feet with a 25,000 

square foot yard intensively landscaped and at one time almost 200 rose bushes, while our 

new place is 30% smaller with an 8000 square foot yard and no roses at all, hence my title, 

òStarting From Scratch.ó  Last month I wrote about our garden in Arcadia.  

 

Part 3:  Transplanting a Rosarian  

 

About ten years ago David broached the subject of down -sizing our home to something small-

er and simpler.  Now David is a retired homebuilder and land developer, and ever since I have 

known him he has loved going through houses, mostly houses under construction and real-

torsõ open houses, also home and garden tours.  For him that was and still is great entertain-

ment ð in college, while he was in the Air Force, and all the years he built homes and devel-

oped communities, he just loved spending Sundays looking at houses.  Zillow and real-

tors.com have only added to his enjoyment.  When he started showing me small apartments in 

high rise buildings with killer views but no storage or space for our stuff and no place for a 

rose garden, I thought it was just more  - uh ð entertainment.  Over time we both got more re-

alistic ð my poor arthritic and damaged spine forced me to take moving more seriously and 

David began showing me places where we could honestly imagine living.  

 

Now every house hunter has a wish list, but ours was especially challenging for the realtors.  

In addition to the usual stuff people want, such as closet space and a kitchen and dining area 

sufficient for large family gatherings and room for much of our furniture, we needed a garage 

that would hold Davidõs big pick-up truck and yard space for me to grow roses.  We wanted to 

stay close to our church and friends and the services we are accustomed to using.  And we 

wanted something nice but smaller and easier to leave when we travel.  I canõt tell you how 

many houses we have looked at in the past five years. Slowly we narrowed the selection and 

faced up to the compromises weõd have to make.  And with every house we saw, I had to 

count out how many roses I could fit into spaces with the right conditions to grow.   

 

Roses need six hours of sunshine, the experts say, and some will say 4 hours is the bare mini-

mum.  Of course, here in the valley our light is intense and our summers brutal, so it isnõt so 

simple - one can have too much sunshine!  Anyone who has lived here very long knows about 

the north/south exposure thing.  It does not mean that your house has to face north or south, 

just that you donõt want any windows on the east or west sides with the intense rising and 

setting sun blazing in.  For roses, I think the eastern exposure is best since you can easily get 

six hours of morning and midday sun with the house shading the beds in the late afternoon. 

Northern and southern exposures would be the second and third choices with the west side 

the least desirable.  The best thing to have on the west is no windows and lots of large trees 

(not roses).  Roses also need good air circulation, and some people think that water features, 

especially swimming pools, promote powdery mildew.  I know that at our old home I had more 

trouble with mildew and botrytis in the bed by the pool than in other areas of the yard, but it 

was also shadier there.  
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Reprinted, with permission,  from Mary Van Vlack and the PRS newsletter.  

THNAK YOU MARY!! And we look forward to your upcoming articles  

 

Once we had sold our Arcadia home and had to finally decide what to buy, we did have to 

make some compromises; finding ideal sites for roses was one of those compromises.  To 

begin with, this house faces east with the small back yard on the west.  Space on the north 

and south sides is too narrow for anything but wall -hugging vines.  The HOA maintains the 

front yard and the only rose on the approved list of plants is Lady Banks ( R. banksiae ).  Maybe 

everyone should grow Lady Banks once just for the experience, but once was enough for me.  

There is, however, a small courtyard where I think four smaller, more compact roses will fit 

on each side of the walk.  There is plenty of light and hopefully enough air circulation.  The 

back yard is full of issues ð too much shade here and too much sun there.  Huge trees in the 

natural open space behind us screen out the neighbors and provide some very late afternoon 

shade to the hot spots, but probably not enough.  The previous, original, owners squeezed in 

four citrus trees (if you count the kumquat), two foundation hedges of boxwood, and loads of 

bougainvillea.  Still the yard looked rather barren with a lot of concrete and rocks. I think 

there is room for at least 30 rose bushes in imperfect locations there, plus my miniatures in 

containers.  

 

Meanwhile I have been filling my mind with visions of small but lush and beautiful gardens.  

Last spring on a trip to the East Coast we took a garden tour of walled gardens in the historic 

district of Savannah, GA, and they were just stunning.  Recently we found photographs of Bet-

te Midlerõs New York penthouse apartment ð her rooftop garden is just crammed with a profu-

sion of flowering plants including lots of roses. With plenty of inspiration and with help from 

our friends, we are setting forth to do this.  

 

Future chapters ð making space and choosing and buying roses.  

 

courtyard  
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Worm Castings 101 (Vermi -Composting)  

By Steve Sheard   480 831 2609   steveazroses@yahoo.com   

 

Container:  An opaque container (worms do not like light) no more than 2 feet deep. Plastic storage bins, 

Horse feeding trough.  Commercial worm farms use 8 feet wide x 30 feet long concrete beds.  

Worms need AIR: Drill ¼ holes in top and side of bin. Cover the feeding trough with a piece of plywood.  

Worms do not want to drown: A hole in the bottom will allow excess moisture to run out.  

 

Bedding: Peat Moss & Coconut Coir fiber are both good starting materials. Shredded paper and card-

board are both good for absorbing excess moisture and the worms enjoy eating them. Bedding material 

should be moist, not dripping.  

 

Temperature: The ideal temperature range is 65 F to 85 F. Below 60 F the worms will get very sluggish. 

Above 90 F they will begin to die off.  

 

Worms: Red Wigglers ( Eisenia Foetida) are the best  composting worms. 10 Lbs of Red Wiggler worms 

will eat 5 Lbs of food in 1 day!  

European Night Crawlers are best for aerating your lawn, flower beds and fishing.  

Buying Worms:  

Sena Kassim wormwhisperer@vermilove.com  

http://unclejimswormfarm.com/  

Location: Inside:  A basement would be ideal. It is close to the kitchen for feeding and the temperature 

will stay fairly constant.  

A spare bedroom.  

Outside:   Close to the kitchen is important. It must be convenient to feed.   

Summer ð under a tree where it is well shaded, maybe sunk into the ground a few inches.  With holes in 

the bottom the worms will go down if it is TOO HOT, but come back up at night to feed.  

Winter ð When temperature drop below freezing cover with a blanket. With holes in the bottom the 

worms will go down if it is TOO COLD, but come back up during the day to feed.  

 

Setting up: A good U -Tube Video (from Uncle Jims Worm Farm) on starting and setting up can be 

watched at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSD1_xW8slc  

Feeding period & method: 1 to 7 days, whenever you have kitchen waist.  Begin in one corner and move 

around in a circle with about a 6 week cycle. Moving 1/6 way around the bin each week.  Pull the bed-

ding back to a depth of 2 inches, add the kitchen waist, cover lightly with bedding. Keep going around 

and around until the bin is about half full. Now it is time to harvest castings.  

  

What to feed: All vegetables and fruits from the kitchen. Avoid too much of the Acidic and Strong foods: 

Citrus, Tomatoes, onions, peppers, garlic. Coffee Grounds and Tea are great. Hard cores and stems 

should be ground up in the blender. Calcium, crushed egg shells, coarse materials (optimal digestion ð 

worms have a gizzard like birds).  

 Harvesting Castings:  

Your worms will be where the food is, in the top 2 to 3 inches. Scoop the top 3 inches of material, plus 

worms, into another container. Place a bright light above the worm bin, the remaining worms will burrow 

deep as they do not like the light. Scoop off 1 inch of castings and place onto a ¼ screen. Come back in 

5 minutes and  scoop off another 1 inch of material.  

mailto:steveazroses@yahoo.com
mailto:wormwhisperer@vermilove.com
http://unclejimswormfarm.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSD1_xW8slc



