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Written by members, for members of the  

 Mesa East Valley Rose Society 

Monthly Meeting: Mesa Community College (FREE PARKING)  

Elsner Library ðCommunity Room  

1833 West Southern Ave. Mesa, AZ 85202  

Meeting: February 14, 2013  

Program: Bill Shepard presents  

Compost, Fertilizer and Irrigation  

 

        Judy Sweador, editor                                  www.roses4az-mevrs.            

South African Rose  
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Spring Pruning:  Try to finish your spring pruning by the middle 

of the month. After you finish pruning your roses and have all the leaves stripped, 

clean up all the canes and leaves and throw them away. Do not leave the cuttings 

and old leaves for mulch as they can contain disease spores and insects.  

Spraying:  Spray the soil with an insecticide to kill any insects that are wintering 

below the soil surface. Spray the canes with a fungicide to help prevent mildew.  

These preventive measures will help save you work and frustration later on.  

Fertilizer:  Apply an organic fertilizer such as Gro Ganic (which our society sells) 

around your bushes. Milorganite is another organic fertilizer that is available at 

Home Depot or Lowes. Apply 2 cups of organic fertilizer and ½ cup of Alfalfa Meal 

to each large established bush. For roses in pots, use ½ the rate for each potted 

rose. ½ cup Epson salts can be applied this month to each large bush and ½ rate 

for potted roses to help promote new basal breaks.  

Remember:  Always water before and after applying fertilizer to your bushes.  

Irrigation & mulch:  Now is the time to make sure your irrigation system and emit-

ters are working properly and make necessary repairs. As the temperatures start 

to increase, adjust your watering schedule accordingly. Adding a thick layer of 

new mulch to your rose beds is much easier now before they start putting out new 

growth and you have the chance of breaking the new growth off. Mulching your 

rose beds, keeps the ground cooler in the summer heat and helps prevent weeds 

from growing. Each Saturday during the month of February, mulch from Ken Singh 

Farms will be for sale at the MCC Rose Garden. All money from the sale of this 

mulch helps maintain the Rose Garden.  

Planting: Bare root roses can still be planted in February. Be sure and immerse 

them in water for at least 24 hours before planting to hydrate them. If you have 

bare root roses that are slow in leafing out, cover them with wet mulch and put a 

brown paper bag around the mulch to hold it in place. This process should help 

the buds immerse. Once they are growing nicely, gently wash the mulch away.  

 

Our annual rose auction will be held on February 9
th

 in the Community Room locat-

ed in the Library at MCC. Doors open at noon for auction preview and bidding 

starts at 1:30 pm.   

 

A list of available roses can be found on the MEVRS website. The Rose Auction 

always provides lots of fun and rival bidding. Tea and refreshments will be served.  

ROSE CARE CORNER for February, 2013  

by Phyllis Henslin, Consulting Rosarian  
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Photos taken on 10 -12 -12  

Brought to you by Phyllis Henslin 

 

Thanks to all the volunteers who continue to help with the winter pruning in the 

Rose Garden. If you canõt come on a Saturday to prune, you can always come any-

time during the week. Bring your gloves, pruners and some friends with you and 

make it a social outing in the garden.  

 

LeRoy and Marylou and their garden crew have been busy planting donated roses in 

various areas of the Rose Garden. There will be over 400 new roses for all to enjoy 

this coming year. All of the roses in the òRuby Bedó have been dug up and replaced 

with a new yellow Grandiflora rose called South Africa. This  rose is one of many 

which were donated to the Rose Garden by Tyler Francis. Tyler has a large rose 

growing operation in the West Valley.  

 

As you know we had quite a cold spell for several days and I happened to be in the 

Rose Garden one morning where I found ice on the roses from the sprinkler system.  

Itõs amazing what you can see when you visit the Rose Garden.   

Before Pruning  

What a  difference a few weeks make.  

Phase II  
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South African Rose ñGolden -yellow. Large, double (17 -25 petals), cluster -flowered, 

in large dusters, high -centered bloom form. Prolific, blooms in flushes thou out the 

season. Height of up to 5õ.  Vigorous, very disease resistant  

Golden Beauty (floribunda, Kordes, 2001) Bred by W. Kordes and Sons;  

 

This is the bed where the beautiful yellow South African rose s are planted 
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Out with old unproductive climbers and newly donated 
roses being planted. Marylou instructing workers 
where to plant the new roses 

As one rose said to the other "This sure 
would be refreshing in July" 

There's a first time for everything. Pruning iced  

roses in Arizona. Unbelievable but true. 

Winter in the Rose Garden  

Renewing the Garden  
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One of the most significant  roses in Arizonaõs history is the 

 McCormick Rose .   

This is a shrub, came as a bridal gift in 1865 from New Jersey with 

the then 20 -year old Margaret ( Hunt) McCormick.   

 

This original rose bush was tucked into Margaretõs trousseau and 

travelled by steamship from the East Coast of the United States, around 

the tip of South America (because the Panama Canal did not yet exist), 

and to the harbor in Los Angeles.   

HISTORY CORNER BY LYNN TWITCHELL  

Consulting Rosarian  

The McCormick Rose  


