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ROSE LORE 
Written by members, for members of the 

 Mesa East Valley Rose Society 

Monthly Meeting: Mesa Commiunity College (FREE PARKING) 

Elsner Library—Community Room 

1833 West Southern Ave. Mesa, AZ 85202 

NEXT MEETING THURSDAY November 10, 2011 at 7p.m. 

This  months program featuring Bob Martins  'Roses” 

Presented by  Hedi Leavett  

Thanks to Bill Henslin for this months photos. 

Proclamation 5574 – Designation of the Rose as the National Floral Emblem of the United States of 

America 

November 20, 1986 

By the President of the United States of 

America 

A Proclamation 

 Americans have always loved the flowers with which God decorates our land. More often than any other flower, we hold the rose dear as the 
symbol of life and love and devotion, of beauty and eternity. For the love of man and woman, for the love of mankind and God, for the love of country, 
Americans who would speak the language of the heart do so with a rose. 

 We see proofs of this everywhere. The study of fossils reveals that the rose has existed in America for age upon age. We have always cultivated roses in 
our gardens. Our first President, George Washington, bred roses, and a variety he named after his mother is still grown today. The White House itself 
boasts a beautiful Rose Garden. We grow roses in all our fifty States. We find roses throughout our art, music, and literature. We decorate our celebrations 
and parades with roses. Most of all, we present roses to those we love, and we lavish them on our altars, our civil shrines, and the final resting places of our 
honored dead. 

 The American people have long held a special place in their hearts for roses. Let us continue to cherish them, to honor the love and devotion they repre-
sent, and to bestow them on all we love just as God has bestowed them on us. 

 The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 159, has designated the rose as the National Floral Emblem of the United States and authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation declaring this fact. 

 Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the rose as the National Floral Emblem of the United 
States of America. 

 In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and eleventh. 

  

Ronald Reagan  

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:02 a.m., November 21, 1986] 

  

Reprinted from the September 2011 Issue of The Rambling Rose, a publication of Greater Columbia Rose Society, Columbia, South Carolina, Kathy Shaw, 
Editor. 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE, November, 2011 

Steve Sheard, President, MEVRS 

 

I find it wonderful how all the stress of trying to keep the Rose bushes alive during the summer just 

seems to melt away when the beautiful fall blooms begin to open. This year was no exception as we 

were able to share the blooms at the State Fair – those who chose to take some! In September as we 

look at the few dead bushes we wonder why we do it, but now, as those that survived, come back to life 

we know why we do it. For the love of roses. 

 

This month in your Rose garden you should primarily be deadheading and taking a few blooms into the 

house to enjoy. While you are out in the garden begin making notes on which bushes need moving, I still 

have a few small bushes hidden behind others; and which bushes need spade pruning, I have lost a few 

and have some that got severely stressed during the summer. Now that you have identified space for 

new roses you need to make a point of visiting other Rose growers gardens – to share rose growing tips 

– but most of all, to experience bushes that you do not have and definitely need to purchase. Our Rose 

Garden Tour is perfectly times on Sunday 13
th

 November. 

 

We also have FIVE other special occasions coming up to rub shoulders with other Rose Growers and 

ideal opportunities to see blooms looking their absolute finest. We have the Glendale Rose Society Gar-

den Tour on Sat Nov 12
th

, Our MEVRS Rose Show on Sat Nov 19
th

, the West Valley / Sun City Rose Show 

on Sat Nov 26
th

, The All Arizona Rose Banquet Sat Dec 3
th

  and the Phoenix Rose Society Holiday Tea on 

Dec 4
th

. I take my roses to the shows because without my roses being there then the “good” roses 

would not look so good! I enjoy placing my not so perfect roses into arrangements – it is easier to hide 

their imperfections! If you have never shown a rose before, consider bringing a few blooms (do not take 

the leaves off the stems) and we will help you prepare them and submit them – you may be surprised 

and win a ribbon. 

 

We have a very special treat this year at the All Arizona Societies Banquet with Tommy Cairns as the 

guest speaker. Tommy’s was the 50
th

  president of the American Rose Society, he holds judging creden-

tials both in the Royal National Rose Society of Great Britain and the American Rose Society. Tommy 

has won many awards for his involvement in roses, including the Dean Hole Medal by the Royal National 

Rose Society, regarded as the top award in the rose world, and the ARS Gold Honor Medal. At his home, 

he enjoys almost 1,000 award-winning rose bushes.  

The price of the banquet may seem expensive for a lunch but – consider it an early dinner and it fits into 

the regular budget. Where else will you get the opportunity to have a great meal, meet rose growers 

from other parts of our state to share stories and ideas, and then listen to a dynamic presentation. 

 

 

MEVRS Rose Show set up and take down.  

ALL HANDS needed Friday 18
th

 Nov at 4:00pm to help setup and again Saturday 19
th

 Nov at 3:00pm to 

help take down. If you are a little late we will still put you to work! With a good showing we can be done 

both days by 6:30pm. Come to the Clock Tower – Student Center – at the center of MCC Campus. There 

are jobs for all – even jobs where you can sit down to. We often get a good crew for setup as everyone is 

excited for a good show, but we also need a good crew at take down (when everyone is exhausted) – it 

makes it go quicker.  
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Roses of the Month 

By 

Marylou Coffman 

One of my favorite roses is Sunstruck. It is an Apricot gold blend with a yellow 

reverse. The edges of the petals are an apricot orange. The blooms are very 

large, four One to five inches across, it has approximately 30 petals.  It has dark 

green leaves that frame the rose beautifully. The rose has that nice high center 

that exhibitors love.  It is also a wonderful cutting rose, with nice long straight 

stems.  Or if you want just a nice apricot rose for the garden, this is it.  

We have about 30 of these roses in the Rose Garden at Mesa Community College 

and they are just stunning when they are blooming.  I have seen them exhibited 

in the Rose Shows as a single stem, cycle of bloom, rose bowls and six of them 

in an English box and they are always showy.  

It loves our heat and the color stays throughout the summer months. If you 

would like to add a Hybrid tea to your garden this year, I recommend this one. 

The parentage is Sunset Celebration and (Voodoo x seedling).  It also has a mod-

erate fruity fragrance. 
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ROSE CARE CORNER for November 

by Phyllis Henslin, Consulting Rosarian 

November Rose Care 

 

The lingering summer heat has certainly been hard on the roses. To help our roses 

produce those beautiful fall blooms, we need to be attentive to our fall rose care. 

Fertilizing: You can continue to fertilize until around Nov. 20
th

 and finish with a ½ 

rate application right after Thanksgiving. Use a water–soluble fertilizer such as 

Miracle Gro or Magnum Grow. If you prefer a granular product, many are using Ari-

zona’s Best Citrus Food or Arizona Best Rose Food. Follow the recommended rate 

for application. To help improve the size and color of the blooms, mix fish emulsion 

at the rate of One Tablespoon per gallon of water. Apply one gallon of mixture to 

large rose bushes and ½ gallon to miniatures and roses in pots every two weeks 

during October and November. Remember:  Water before and after you fertilize. 

Watering: As temperatures start to drop, you can adjust your watering schedule 

accordingly.  

Spraying: With the return of cool nights and warm days, you may see powdery mil-

dew appearing on your roses. Use a fungicide to prevent and or control powdery 

mildew. Thrips will invade the buds on your roses and cause brown edge damage 

to the petals. Start spritzing the buds as soon as they are pea sized. By not spray-

ing the whole plant you will avoid killing the beneficial insects you have in your 

garden. For small gardens you can purchase a premixed product called Bayer Ad-

vanced Rose & Flower Insect Killer. (make sure it lists the ingredient, imidaclo-

prid) on the label. For large gardens you can purchase Captain Jack Dead Bug con-

centrate and mix according to directions. I have found this product at Berridge 

Nursery. When mixing a concentrate, add 1 teaspoon of Spreader Sticker to your 

water first and then add your product. The spreader sticker helps with the reten-

tion and distribution of the product. 

MEVRS holds their 55
th

 annual Rose Show on November 19
th

. I encourage you to 

take a few of your roses and or photos of your roses and enter them in the show. 

The show schedule can be found on the MEVRS website.  If you are in the need to 

replace roses that died from our summer heat, it’s a great opportunity to see dif-

ferent varieties of roses that grow well in our area.  
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 Arizona Rose Societies  

 Annual Banquet and Rose Show  

òRoses in the Desertó Our 44th Year  

Saturday * December 3rd, 2011  

Scottsdale Plaza Resort  

7200 N Scottsdale Road Scottsdale, Arizona 480 -922-3304  

Speaker: Dr. Tommy Cairns  

$30.00 per Person ð Purchase Tickets by November 23rd  

Menu  

Seared Beef Sirloin Tips, Rosemary Pinot Nor Jus Lie. Mashed potatoes, fresh steamed vegetables.  

Roasted Lemon Chicken, Thyme Pan Jus. Mashed potatoes, fresh steamed vegetables.  

Vegetarian Butternut Squash Medley  

Entrees served with a Wild Field Greens salad with balsamic vinaigrette and a  

chocolate sleigh filled with white chocolate mousse with fresh berries  

 

Program  

10:30ï11:30: Entries accepted, one entry per exhibitor  

Class #1 – Hybrid Tea / Grandiflora  

Class #2 – Floribunda / Polyantha  

Class #3 – Miniature / Miniflora  

Class #4 – Large or Miniature Dried Bloom  

Class #5 – Shrub & Old Garden Roses  

Class #6 – Fully Open Bloom & Large Flowered Climber  

Class #7 - A Small Arrangement-Greater than 10 inches but no larger than 20 inches in height, width or depth  

11:30 ï 12:30: Social and Judging  

12:30 - 3:00: Luncheon, Speaker & Awards Program  

 

As always there will be several wonderful item donated by the partici-

pating Rose Societies  

To be raffled off as door prizes ñALWAYS a huge success and looked for-

ward to by those who attend!!!!  
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LOVE ROSES?  NEED GARDEN IDEAS?  GIFT FOR A LOVED ONE? 

JOIN US FOR THESE ROSY FALL EVENTS! 

The Rose Society of Glendale 

GARDEN TOUR 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2011 

9:30am – 4:00pm 

6 BEAUTIFUL GARDENS WITH REFRESHMENTS 

AT EACH PLUS 

A BBQ CHICKEN DINNER AND RAFFLE 

$25.00 PER PERSON, INCLUDES ONE RAFFLE 

TICKET 

The Mesa/East Valley Rose Society 

 

A Day in our Rose Gardens Tour 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2011 

9:30am – 4:00pm 

Tickets and Tour map can be picked up at   

Mesa Community College in the Rose Garden   

9:30 until 12 noon 

Tickets $10.00 per person  

Start at the Largest Public Rose Garden in the South West and continue 

on to the homes on tour where there is a significant presence of the beauty 

of the Rose. 

 

For further information view our web site: 

www.roses4az-mevrs.org. Contact Steve Sheard, 480 831 2609. 

 

 

 

The Phoenix Rose Society 

cordially invites you to attend  

A Holiday Tea 

Sunday, December 4, 2011 

From 2:00pm until 5:00pm  

Hosted at the Valley Garden Center  

1809 N 15th  Ave 

Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Tickets are $10.00 each 

No admission tickets will be sold on the day of the event  

Serving afternoon tea, refreshments and desserts.The ticket price includes 

a self -tour of the grounds, featuring gardens sponsored by The Menõs 

Garden Club, the Herb Garden, the Rose Garden and the koi pond/

Japanese garden area. In addition to the Tea, there will be centerpiece 

demonstrations, raffles and gift vendors.  

Fall Rose Horticulture, Arrangement and Photography Shows 

Saturday, Nov 19, 2011 

Mesa Community College 

Student Center,  Navajo Room 

Dobson & Southern Ave, Mesa, AZ 

òRoses and all that Jazzó 

 

6 - 10 a.m. Entries accepted.  

10:15-noon Entries judged.  

Noon-2 p.m. Judgeõs Luncheon  

1 ð 3 p.m. Open to the public. 

2 p.m. Awards presented. 

3:00 p.m. Show dismantled. 

www.roses4az-mevrs.org 

Saturday, Nov 26, 2011 

ASU West, Salon C 

4701 W Thunderbird Rd, Phoenix 

 

òA Magical Rose Finaleó 

 

Entries Accepted: 7:00 ð 11:00 AM 

Judging: 11:00 ð 1:00 

Show Open to the Public: 1:00 ð 5:00 

Awards Ceremony & Raffle Drawing: 4:30 

www.westvalleyrose.org 

http://www.roses4az-mevrs.org
http://www.westvalleyrose.org
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Affiliated with the National Rose Society 

  Mesa-East Valley Rose Society 

        Executive Officers                  

 

President                               Steve Sheard 

1st Vice President                 Lynn Urry  

2nd Vice-President                Vincent Quarles 

Recording Secretary             Carol Hurlbut    

Corresponding Secretary      Michael Levitt 

Treasurer                               Jean Urry 

Past-President                       LeRoy Brady 

 

Standing Committees 

 

Auction Chairman….…..................  Ryan Regehr              480-518-1529 

Communications ……………              Open 

Historian…………………….. …………   Open 

Hospitality ......... ………………………. Sally Crofford             480-838-9497 

Librarian ............ …………………….   Linda Ahlborn            480-695-5891 

Membership  ......  …………………      Vincent Quarles          480-786-3383 

Newsletter Editor ..  Judy Sweador ( judysw@cox.net)    480-969-5490 

Member Emails…………………………. Linda Ahlborn           480-695-5891 

MCC Test Garden………………………  LeRoy Brady              480-962-9603 

                                                     Marylou Coffman          480-926-3064 

Pioneer Park Rose Garden Coordinator 

                                                        Jean Pegler                480-969-9391 

Publicity ............. ………………………   Open 

Rose Garden Volunteers…………….. Open 

Rose Show Chairman……….Mary Lou Coffman &…          480-926-3064 

                                                     Phyllis Henslin              480-807-3592 

Volunteer Coordinator………………...Open 

Ways & Means ... ………………………….Mike Jepsen            602-312-1813 

Web Site…………………………….Corinne Geertsen              480-649-9822 

Board  of  Directors 

Lynn Twitchell 

Jimmy Tribby 

Bill Henslin 

Linda Ahlborn 

Our National  

Floral Emlem  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you Pat Bell 

A small but determined group dug 80 roses from Larry and Pat Bells rose garden on 

Saturday Oct. 15th. Due to the sudden unexpected death of Larry, Pat donated 80 

bushes to MEVRS to be put in the upcoming 2012 Rose Auction that MEVRS holds 

annually.  

One of the roses to be offered at the MEVRS Rose Auction. 

Jimmy Tribby potting a rose 

Lynn Urry and Matt Sheard helping load roses. 

Phyllis Henslin and Mike Jepsen digging and potting roses 

Steve Sheard shredding rose canes 

Larry Bell  

 Celebrate Larry Bell with Tea in the MCC Rose Garden. 

Come and share Larry's life with his family and friends. 

  

Sunday 20th November 4:00pm - 5:30pm  

Mesa Community College, 1833 West Southern Avenue  

(SE Corner of Southern / Dobson) Mesa, AZ 85202  
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WEB Pages of Interest  

Mesa-East Valley Rose Society 

www.roses4az-mevrs.org 

OR 

http://www.roses4az-mevrs.org/site/

home.html  

Find past newsletters or articles by 

clicking on the “Newsletters” or 

“Articles” tabs on the Home page.  

MCC Rose Garden  

www.rosegardenatmcc.org  

Help Me Find Roses 

www.helpmefind.com/rose 

Zone Finder 

enter:   http://www.garden.org/zipzone/ 

 

 

 

MesaðEast Valley Rose Society Membership  
Annual family or individual membership is $25. Annual dues are payable by June 1. 

 Payments in cash or check at a meeting; or by check to this address:  
MEVRS/Membership, P.O. Box 40394, Mesa, AZ 85274-0394  

Date__________ New________ *Gift*________ Renewal________ Amount Paid ________  

 

Cash_____________ Check#___________________  

 

Names:________________________________________________    Telephone : _____________ 

 

Email Address:   _________________________________________________________________  

 

Street Address _____________________________________________  

 

City State Zip____________________ 

A ROSEY COZY QUILT FUNDRAISER FOR MERVS  

The quilt is 40" x 46" and is made of a pink rose pattern flannel with a fuzzy brown backing 
so it makes it rosy cozy...   

 Tickets are a dollar and can be bought at all rose gatherings with the draw of the winner to 
be made at our Christmas gala in December.   All of the ticket sales will be donated to 
MERVS.   

http://www.garden.org/zipzone/
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Cheryl Doan 

Dave* & Gerry* Mahoney (Glndl/Peoria) 

Helen Baird* (NoPhx, Sctsdle) 

Jeannie Cochell (NE Valleyðjcochell@cox.net 

Larry Bell*  (Ahwatukee Foothills) 

LeRoy Brady*  (Mesa) 

Liz Strong (Tucson) 

Lynn Twitchell* (Gilbert) 

Marylou Coffman**  (Gilbert) 

Mike & Cindy Jepsen  (Tempe) 

Mickey Kundrat  (Gilbert) 

Millie Hisey* (Apache Jct-winter) 

Nelson Mitchell*  (Peoria) 

Bill & Phyllis* Henslin (Mesa, Apache Jct) 

Royetta Marconi-Dooley (Sun Lakes,Chandler) 

Ryan Regehr (Chandler, Gilbert) 

Steve Sheard (Tempe, Chandler) 

Terry Swartz* (Tucson) 

Terry* & Heidi* Leavitt (Phoenix 

480-838-4062 

623-581-3756 

602-953-9133 

602-363-6444 

480-706-9667 

480-962-9603 

520-797-7890 

480-202-4215 

480-926-3064 

602-312-1813 

602-359-8528 

480-474-9139 

623-412-1586 

480-807-3592 

480-802-9914 

480-518-1529 

480-831-2609 

520-623-8285 

602-971-0179 

  

CONSULTING ROSARIANSCONSULTING ROSARIANS  

  *ARS Judge    **ARS PSWD Chair of Arrangement Judges 
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MEMBERSHIP  

DISCOUNTS  

The following nurseries will  

give MEVRS members a 10%  

discount (unless otherwise  

indicated) on any rose-related  

purchase when you show  

your membership card.  

In some stores you must pay by cash 

or check  

only to receive the discount. 

Be sure to get your annual  

Membership Card from the  

Membership Chairman.  

 

A & P Nurseries (15%) 

Four Valley Locations 

Gilbert, Mesa (2), Queen Creek 

 

Berridge Nursery 

4647 E. Camelback Rd Phx 

Potted roses always in stock! 

 

Gardener’s World 

3401 E. Baseline Rd., Phx 

 

Harper’s Nursery 

Three locations: 

Mesa, Scottsdale and Phx 

480-964-4909 (Mesa) 

Potted roses still in stock 

Treeland Nursery 

2900 S. Country Club Dr., Mesa 

480-497-2525 

When you patronize  

these businesses, please  thank 

the manager for supporting the  

MEVRS! 

Mesa East Valley Rose Society   

 

    

Standing Monthly Activities 

2nd Thursdaysñ7 p.m. General Meetings 

3rd Saturdaysñ8 a.m. Rose Garden 

volunteers work 
 

Jan & Feb ALL Saturdays MCC Garden 

Pruning 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Nov. 10 Monthly MEVRS Meeting                

Nov. 12  Glendale Rose Tour 

Nov. 13 MEVRS Rose Tour 

Nov. 19 MEVRS Rose Show 

        Nov. 19 Annual MCC Rose Garden Gala 

         Nov 20  4:00pm - 5:30pm ðLarry Bell Memorial 

Dec. 4  Phx Rose Society Holiday Tea 

 

Dec. 8 Monthly MEVERS Meeting  

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES FOR 2012 

 

Feb 4, 2012ñ MEVRS Rose Auction 

 March 31, 2012, 9:00a.m.-4:00p.m.  

Real Gardens for Real People THE WEST VALLEY ROSE 

SOCIETY 
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Rose Lore 
Judy Sweador, Editor 

Mesa-East Valley Rose Society Inc. 

PO Box 40394 

Mesa, AZ  85274-0394 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developers of  

The Rose Garden at Mesa Community College,  

the largest public rose garden in  

the Desert Southwest! 

 

 

Meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the 2nd Thurs-

day of each month at 

            Mesa Community College:   

Elsner Library Community Room, 1st 

floor 

1833 W. Southern Ave., Mesa, AZ 

 

 

 
 

 

All articles  for the newsletter MUST be 

submitted to the editor by the 25th of each 

month. 

judysw@cox.net 

Rosariarns, we could use all articles of 

interest.  

WEB Pages of Interest  

  

Mesa-East Valley Rose Society 

www.roses4az-mevrs.org 

OR 

http://www.roses4az-

mevrs.org/site/home.html  

 

Find past newsletters or articles by 

clicking on the ñNewslettersò or 

ñArticlesò tabs on the Home page.  

 

MCC Rose Garden  


